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Charles R. Lee
Retired Chairman & Co-CEO, Verizon

Chuck Lee was founding Chairman and  

Co-CEO of Verizon upon its formation 

in 2000. Prior to the merger with Bell 

Atlantic, Lee was Chairman and CEO of GTE 

Corporation. Having joined GTE in 1983, he 

had previously held the positions of president, COO, and 

SVP of finance and planning. Before this, Lee held financial 

management positions at Columbia Pictures Industries Inc., 

Penn Central Corporation, and United States Steel. Lee 

received a bachelor’s degree in metallurgical engineering 

from Cornell University and a master’s degree from the 

Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration.

Director: DIRECTV, Marathon Oil, Procter & Gamble, 
United States Steel, United Technologies


